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SPOTLIGHT:

Guard Your Wallet on the Road
Traveling can be an incredibly rewarding experience — but it can also leave
you broke if you’re not careful! For these tips, we’re going to assume you know how to
budget, as that is the most important step in being able to travel at all. If you haven’t
mastered the art of saving and spending, check out this Spotlight first. The following
tips will help you keep your finances safe as you travel!
• Leave unnecessary payment methods at home. Don’t travel with all your credit
cards, checks, etc. Only take the things you know you will need and plan to use.
• Let your bank know. If you plan to travel, tell your financial institution. This will
help you avoid having to deal with a blocked card in the middle of a trip.
• Know who to call. If your card suddenly stops working or gets lost, you’ll need to
contact your bank to fix the problem. Make a note of your bank’s contact information,
especially if you’re traveling overseas, since the toll free number on the back of your
card may not work outside the US.
• Set up account alerts. Consider fine tuning your account alerts so that you get
text messages or emails alerting you to activity that posts to your account. This will
allow you to closely monitor your account without having to login constantly.
• Remain vigilant. Be sure to closely review your financial statements in the weeks
and months following your travel. If you see errors or fraudulent charges, dispute them
as soon as possible.
As with most things, preparing a bit on the front end can save you a lot of hassle and headache. Even if you’re
not planning on traveling anytime soon, many of these tips are useful for every day. For more information on
financial literacy and safety, visit SCDCA’s Consumer Education page.
For more information on protecting yourself from identity theft, visit www.consumer.sc.gov and click Identity Theft Resources.
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